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; Peace returned to Socorro and REGINA step by step once the 
‘Affair of the Lost Mountain Climbers was over, but it took 
the better part of a day to sort out the pieces. All kinds of 
gear had to be retrieved from various caches and returned to 
its owners - Mexican Navy, REGINA, or private party. All kinds 
of tales had to be told of secondary adventures, of feelings, 
and of reactions to news and no-news. 


Then too, the island's children had to be cared for. 
The island school's promised and much anticipated Sunday visit 
to REGINA had had to be cancelled and disappointment was 
reported profound. Besides, formal ‘thanks had to be said 
and a few tokens of gratitude distributed. All this lea to 
a visit to the Comandant early Monday morning to present 
him with a T shirt and belaying pin as momentos of REGINA's 
visit, to say goodbye, and to suggest that the school visit 
before we left at lunchtime. 


The suggested procedure produced electric results. Fifteen 
enthusiastic youngsters from 4 to 12 all dressed in their 
very best clothes plus their mothers, similarly decked out, 
appeared in a flash at the Commandant's house at least a half 
an hour ahead of the appointed time. While the chief civil 
engineer's pick up truck was being collected to transport everyone 
to the waterfront, the mothers all crowded inside the Captain's 
living room for the inevitable coffee and soft drinks and the 
children, under the watchful eye of their teacher (Maestro) 
produced cheer after cheer for REGINA, the Commandant, their 
mothers, their teacher, et al. Finally everyone was collected, 
the | .formalities came to an end, and off we went to the pier. 
There we loaded everyone into a whale boat and went aboard. 


It was grand! The'I5 children, 15 mothers, a couple of 
fathers, the Commandant, the doctor, and the whale boat crew, 
all attended. Tours were conducted, cookies were produced 
and consumed in a flash while everyone talked as loudly as 
possible! The climax came when I was presented with a diploma 
from the school to commemorate REGINA's contribution to the 
school in this the U.N.'s Year of the Child. It was hard 

_to leave such warm hospitality! 
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Pca “What about the science: Oh yes, We have besitworking too. — = 7 
Excellent recordings of singing whales have been obtained just 
about daily. A number of whales have been recorded on film as 
well and the body of behavioral observation has been growing 
daily. We have posted observers on shore te record the whales' 
reactions to the ship and to the Avons {inflatible rubber rafts), 
This data adds an extra dimension to our study. 
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